H10400

sixty-nine children were saved from suffering
the horrific fate that befell so many of their
friends and family members due to his daring,
creativity, and compassion. | am grateful for
the opportunity to pay tribute to this extraor-
dinary man, and | strongly urge my colleagues
to support this resolution.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MICHAUD). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
American Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA)
that the House suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution, H. Res. 583.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

COMMENDING GERMANY IN PRE-
VENTING A LARGE-SCALE TER-
RORIST ATTACK

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and agree
to the resolution (H. Res. 639) com-
mending the actions of the Govern-
ment of Germany and its cooperation
with United States intelligence agen-
cies in preventing a large-scale ter-
rorist attack against locations in Ger-
many, including sites frequented by
Americans, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 639

Whereas on September 4, 2007, German po-
lice arrested three individuals for planning
large-scale terrorist attacks against loca-
tions in Germany, including sites frequented
by Americans;

Whereas possible targets included
Ramstein Air Base, which serves as head-
quarters for United States Air Forces in Eu-
rope and is also a North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization installation, and Frankfurt Air-
port, the third largest airport in Europe;

Whereas according to German authorities,
the three suspects belonged to a German cell
of Islamic Jihad Union, a radical Sunni
group based in Central Asia with links to Al
Qaeda;

Whereas 300 police and other law enforce-
ment officials were involved in the investiga-
tion and 41 homes across Germany were raid-
ed in a highly well-planned operation;

Whereas German and United States au-
thorities worked closely together in the in-
vestigation;

Whereas United States intelligence agen-
cies reportedly provided critical information
that alerted their German counterparts as to
the travels of the suspects between Germany
and Pakistan and the suspects’ affiliation
with the Islamic Jihad Union;

Whereas German authorities acted swiftly
and decisively to prevent a horrific attack
that could have come within days of the ar-
rests;

Whereas the successful collaborative ac-
tion by United States and German authori-
ties prevented the possible deaths of many
innocent people;

Whereas Germany and the United States
have been close allies in the fight against
terrorism;

Whereas the law enforcement, intelligence,
diplomatic, and military organizations in
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Germany and the United States continue to
work together to combat the terrorist threat
and prevent future attacks;

Whereas acts of terror have profoundly af-
fected citizens of many different countries
across the globe; and

Whereas victory in the fight against ter-
rorism is critical to preserve the liberty and
ensure the safety of all people: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) commends the efforts of German law en-
forcement authorities in preventing a large-
scale terrorist attack on numerous targets
in Germany, including sites frequented by
Americans;

(2) recognizes the role of United States in-
telligence agencies in providing critical in-
formation to German authorities in their in-
vestigation and apprehension of the sus-
pected terrorists and notes the continuing
importance of such United States intel-
ligence efforts with Germany;

(3) commends the intelligence community
of Germany for its outstanding work in iden-
tifying the individuals suspected of seeking
to carry out this terrorist plot;

(4) condemns those individuals who would
use acts of violence against innocent civil-
ians to spread a message of hate and intoler-
ance;

(5) urges the allies of the United States to
remain steadfast in their efforts to defeat
international terrorism; and

(6) expresses its readiness to provide any
necessary assistance to the Government of
Germany in its counterterrorism efforts and
to bring to justice those individuals involved
in this terrorist plot.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
American Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA)
and the gentleman from New Jersey
(Mr. SMITH) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from American Samoa.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from American Samoa?

There was no objection.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I rise in strong support of this proposed
resolution and yield myself such time
as I may consume.

I want to thank the leadership of our
Foreign Affairs Committee, the distin-
guished gentleman, the chairman of
our committee, Mr. LANTOS, and our
senior ranking member, Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN of Florida, for their leader-
ship and their support of this bill.

I also want to congratulate my good
friend and colleague, the gentleman
from California (Mr. GALLEGLY), for in-
troducing this important resolution
that highlights ongoing efforts to keep
our country and allies safe.

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to
thank Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN for her help in
bringing this resolution to the floor so
promptly.

On September 4th, German police ar-
rested three individuals who were sus-
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pected of planning a large-scale ter-
rorist attack against several locations
in Germany. These included sites fre-
quented by Americans, such as
Ramstein Air Force Base and Frank-
furt Airport. Had these plotters suc-
cessfully carried out their planned as-
sault on such populous facilities, the
levels of death and destruction would
have been too terrible to imagine, let
alone American lives that would have
been compromised.

Mr. Speaker, thankfully, the world
was spared yet another day of horror
caused by the heartless acts of terror-
ists bent on causing large-scale loss
and chaos. I strongly commend the Re-
public of Germany and their intel-
ligence community for its skillful mon-
itoring activities, as well as its swift
and decisive action in preventing an
appalling act of violence and destruc-
tion by terrorists.

Mr. Speaker, I praise the excellent
work of our own intelligence commu-
nity, which, as I understand it, played
a pivotal role in foiling their terror
plot by providing essential information
to the German authorities. This suc-
cessful collaboration between German
and U.S. intelligence communities un-
derscores the continued importance of
cooperative measures across the Atlan-
tic to ensure the safety of American
lives both here and abroad.

Mr. Speaker, as part of the broader
fight against terrorism, there are many
nameless individuals whose deeds
might not be readily apparent to the
public. However, their tireless efforts
and personal sacrifice are crucial to
preserving the safety of our Nation. I
am thinking in particular of our intel-
ligence community as well as members
of the United States diplomatic corps,
members of our armed services, whom I
wish to thank publicly today for their
continued efforts to prevent future ter-
rorist attacks.

The discovery of this plot highlights
that the threat of terrorism remains
real, that it is multifaceted, and that it
permeates the neighborhoods of our
closest allies. It is, therefore, impor-
tant that we remain vigilant, yet col-
lective, poised, yet humble, in our ef-
forts to identify and expunge such
threats to our national security.

Again, I want to thank my good
friend, the gentleman from California
(Mr. GALLEGLY), for his initiative in
providing this resolution for Members
for its passage. I urge my colleagues to
approve this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

O 1615

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

I want to thank Mr. GALLEGLY for of-
fering this resolution. I think it is a
very timely and a very important one.

I rise in support of House Resolution
639, which commends the German Gov-
ernment for its cooperation with our
American intelligence community in
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apprehending several terrorists in Ger-
many who were bent on killing large
numbers of Americans and Germans.

Just last week, this House and the
American people took time to com-
memorate and to remember the tragic
loss of life of almost 3,000 American
lives killed 6 years ago in the cowardly
attacks on the World Trade Center and
the Pentagon. Due to the cooperation
of the intelligence agencies in the U.S.
and Germany, many Americans are
alive today who might well have suf-
fered a similar fate in just the past few
days who, quite likely, would have
been Kkilled or injured in explosions
masterminded by extremists who care
nothing for innocent civilians that
they are intent on destroying.

We are fortunate, Mr. Speaker, to
have allies in Europe who are working
with us in this important fight against
terrorism as well as our own intel-
ligence community that is working
around the clock to protect not only
Americans but people around the
world.

This resolution expresses to both our
friends in the Federal Republic of Ger-
many and to the hardworking people of
our intelligence agencies the profound
thanks and gratitude for saving Amer-
ican lives.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from American Samoa
(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 639, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————————

AWARDING A CONGRESSIONAL
GOLD MEDAL TO MICHAEL ELLIS
DEBAKEY, M.D.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 1154) to award a Con-
gressional Gold Medal to Michael Ellis
DeBakey, M.D.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1154

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

The Congress makes the following findings:

(1) Michael Ellis DeBakey, M.D. was born
on September 7, 1908 in Lake Charles, Lou-
isiana, to Shaker and Raheeja DeBakey.

(2) Dr. DeBakey, at the age of 23 and still
a medical student, reported a major inven-
tion, a roller pump for blood transfusions,
which later became a major component of
the heart-lung machine used in the first suc-
cessful open-heart operation.

(3) Even though Dr. DeBakey had already
achieved a national reputation as an author-
ity on vascular disease and had a promising
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career as a surgeon and teacher, he volun-
teered for military service during World War
II, joining the Surgeon General’s staff and
rising to the rank of Colonel and Chief of the
Surgical Consultants Division.

(4) As a result of this first-hand knowledge
of military service, Dr. DeBakey made nu-
merous recommendations for the proper
staged management of war wounds, which
led to the development of mobile army sur-
gical hospitals or MASH units and earned
Dr. DeBakey the Legion of Merit in 1945.

(5) After the war, Dr. DeBakey proposed
the systematic medical follow-up of veterans
and recommended the creation of specialized
medical centers in different areas of the
United States to treat wounded military per-
sonnel returning from war and from this rec-
ommendation evolved the Veterans Affairs
Medical Center System and the establish-
ment of the Commission on Veterans Med-
ical Problems of the National Research
Council.

(6) In 1948, Dr. DeBakey joined the Baylor
University College of Medicine, where he de-
veloped the first surgical residency program
in the City of Houston, and today, guided by
Dr. DeBakey’s vision, the College is one of
the most respected health science centers in
the Nation.

(7) In 1953, Dr. DeBakey performed the first
successful procedures to treat patients who
suffered aneurysms leading to severe
strokes, and he later developed a series of in-
novative surgical techniques for the treat-
ment of aneurysms enabling thousands of
lives to be saved in the years ahead.

(8) In 1964, Dr. DeBakey triggered the most
explosive era in modern cardiac surgery,
when he performed the first successful coro-
nary bypass, once again paving the way for
surgeons world-wide to offer hope to thou-
sands of patients who might otherwise suc-
cumb to heart disease.

(9) Two years later, Dr. DeBakey made
medical history again, when he was the first
to successfully use a partial artificial heart
to solve the problems of a patient who could
not be weaned from a heart-lung machine
following open-heart surgery.

(10) In 1968, Dr. DeBakey supervised the
first successful multi-organ transplant, in
which a heart, both kidneys, and lung were
transplanted from a single donor into 4 sepa-
rate recipients.

(11) In 1964, President Lyndon B. Johnson
appointed Dr. DeBakey to the position of
Chairman of the President’s Commission on
Heart Disease, Cancer and Stroke, leading to
the creation of Regional Medical Programs
established ‘‘to encourage and assist in the
establishment of regional cooperative ar-
rangements among medical schools, research
institutions, and hospitals, for research and
training.”.

(12) In the mid-1960’s, Dr. DeBakey pio-
neered the field of telemedicine with the
first demonstration of open-heart surgery to
be transmitted overseas by satellite.

(13) In 1969, Dr. DeBakey was elected the
first President of Baylor College of Medicine.

(14) In 1969, President Lyndon B. Johnson
bestowed on Dr. DeBakey the Presidential
Medal of Freedom with Distinction, and in
1985, President Ronald Reagan conferred on
him the National Medal of Science.

(156) Working with NASA engineers, he re-
fined existing technology to create the
DeBakey Ventricular Assist Device, one-
tenth the size of current versions, which may
eliminate the need for heart transplantation
in some patients.

SEC. 2. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL.

(a) PRESENTATION AUTHORIZED.—The
Speaker of the House of Representatives and
the President Pro Tempore of the Senate
shall make appropriate arrangements for the
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presentation, on behalf of the Congress, of a
gold medal of appropriate design, to Michael
Ellis DeBakey, M.D., in recognition of his
many outstanding contributions to the Na-
tion.

(b) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For purposes of
the presentation referred to in subsection
(a), the Secretary of the Treasury (referred
to in this Act as the ‘‘Secretary’) shall
strike a gold medal with suitable emblems,
devices, and inscriptions to be determined by
the Secretary.

SEC. 3. DUPLICATE MEDALS.

The Secretary may strike and sell dupli-
cates in bronze of the gold medal struck pur-
suant to section 2 under such regulations as
the Secretary may prescribe, at a price suffi-
cient to cover the cost thereof, including
labor, materials, dies, use of machinery, and
overhead expenses, and the cost of the gold
medal.

SEC. 4. STATUS OF MEDALS.

(a) NATIONAL MEDALS.—The medals struck
pursuant to this Act are national medals for
purposes of chapter 51 of title 31, United
States Code.

(b) NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of
sections 5134 and 5136 of title 31, United
States Code, all medals struck under this
Act shall be considered to be numismatic
items.

SEC. 5. AUTHORITY TO USE FUND AMOUNTS;
PROCEEDS OF SALE.

(a) AUTHORITY TO USE FUND AMOUNTS.—
There is authorized to be charged against the
United States Mint Public Enterprise Fund
such amounts as may be necessary to pay for
the costs of the medals struck pursuant to
this Act.

(b) PROCEEDS OF SALE.—Amounts received
from the sale of duplicate bronze medals au-
thorized under section 3 shall be deposited
into the United States Mint Public Enter-
prise Fund.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CULBERSON)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. AL GREEN).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks and to include extraneous ma-
terial on this bill, H.R. 1154.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to be the
original sponsor of this bill. However,
Mr. Speaker, I would like to make it
conspicuously clear that to award this
Congressional Gold Medal to the Hon-
orable Michael DeBakey, many other
persons are to be thanked.

I would like to start by thanking the
chairman of the Financial Services
Committee, my chairman, Chairman
BARNEY FRANK, for helping us to expe-
ditiously get this bill out of com-
mittee. I would also like to thank the
majority leader, STENY HOYER, for the
outstanding work that he has done to
get this bill to the floor; my col-
leagues, Congressman MICHAEL BUR-
GESS and the Congressman who is with
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